e 103 ANGELES TIMES
5’ | . Approved For Releaselgggggﬁigﬁm-RDP_88-O1315RO0C

Detective Tells of Spying on Dan Rowar

BY ROBERT L. JACKSON

Times Statt Writer

MIAMI—In the living room of his
small stucco home, a private detec-
tive named Arthur J. Balletti spoke
quictly about a domestic surveillafice
b he might have pulled for the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agence.

Batletti said he did not really Know.
The surveillance. involving comedian
Dan Rowan. cecurred back in 1964
Some records of it have mysteriously
dizappeured. ' '

Rowan's Las Vewas hotel room alsa -

was bugged at that time. But Balletu
said this was done by “Fred Earris,"
the apparent code name of a cowork-
er he cliimed he had met for the first
time. BalleWi said it was Harris who
carricd all the electronic equipment.
Who ordered the iob done 01 Row-
an, and why? Balletti saidd Robert A.
Mahcu, then a paid consultant 1o in-
dustrialist Howard R, Hughes, gave
tivs order, but, thit e—Duiledlii—wis
not told whe, .
"bh})‘.‘u v oy have Teen the
piddieman” Blcth said
Mahen., who was hipd by the
Highes tegamizstion in 1970, declined
to digeuss Balletti's statement . waith a

- repnrmr.'

The Howan incrlent, whieh i ex-

‘heu had given us”

call in for details once I got to Las

. cheeked into the Riviera to bug Row-

‘pected to he probed by Henate Cla
investigators, is significant because it
may have grown ont of a ClA-Mafi
connection in which Maheu allegedly
plaved a role. ‘

Sources have told The Times that |
Chicago mobater Sam Giancand |
worked with the CIA in the early |
1905 on plans to assassinate Cuban
Premicr Fidel Castro. Johnny Roszel-
li. an associote of Giancana, eaul in
court four vears ago that he figured
in those aszassination plans himself
and that he worked with Mahcu. But
Rosselli bas refused [urther coment. |

l

According to a story in Time magit- '
zine s, month, Rowan was fricndly -
in 1960 with singer Phyllis McGuire,’
who was deseribed as Giancana's girl-
(riend. As a=favor to Giancana. the
wmagazine said. the CIA sought to pro-.
vide him with information on-Row-
an's involvement with Miss MeGurre

and bugeed Rowan's hotel room in .
i

The progess,

A\ ctoeky nan of 44 Ballein wa .

Fernmerty eraploned By o Miain doiees
tye fen Cabled Investigators, Ine Th
OcTeber, 1960, lys hoss Edward L.
DuBois Jr. "told e 1 had asurvedd Z

Claniee to work in Nevadathe relates.

e was i prood (riend of Mahen':
and both were former FBL agents'
Balletti said. "We had done occasional

work for Maheu—checking the back- .

eround of individuals or companies—
and Ed said this was another job Ma-

*But, DuBois didn't tell me who the
curveillance was on. He said 1 should

Vegas”

When he phoned in, Balletti said he
was instructed to put Rowan under
surveillance at the Riviera Hotel and
1o watch for the appearance of Phyl-
lis McGuire. He also was put in touch
with "Harris” who Balletti sail had

an's roont. : _

"Jarris was the wire man, and I
was to handle the physical surveil-
lance of Rowan! Balletti said. "We -
were supposed to work together.”

He said Harris was tight-lipped and .
told him only that he was from Los -
Angeles The wire man nes e sl for
whiein he was workmg, Bailetrvelats
o

Ve aoonl the venlt of hieanr-
colbanee, Batletty =ad that he ful-
lonvedd How.an for week-andarhalf
—mon the poll conrse, il s chuly, v
erywhers -k never, spotted Misa
Al e vand he dietated rerutar

" 9 case of mistaken identity—that the
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reports to his Miami office. : :

Toward the end of October, Harris
said he would have to leave Las Ve-
gas for two days, but left his electro-
nic gear in the hotel room. Balletti-
said. The room was directly above
Rowans.. - .

On the night of Oct. 31, 1960, Clark.
County deputy *sheriffs raided the
room, arrested Balletti and confiscat-
ed all the equipment. He was charged
with invasion of privacy by use of @
listening device and with operating |
as a detective in Nevada without a
state license. : :

'Balietti said the raid resulted from

officers had been searching for "Beer
Bottle® Harris, a local burglar who
had pulled a job the day before. As to
Fred Harris, Ballettl said he never
saw him again, and no such person

STAT

was charged in the Rowan bugging.
Once in custody, Balletti said he

telephoned his boss, DuBois, and that
Maheu arranged a bondsman for him.
He was released from jail the next
day, Charges against Baltetti dater
wore dropped at Rowin's request.
Adding to the mystery is the fact
that -the Clark County sheriffs de-

1, partment hak no record of any arvest

in the Itowan case. Rowan, however,
snld he clearly remembers the -
eldent anid confronted the man now
identified as Batletti after his arrest.
"He claimed to be a private investi-
gator out of Miami," Rowan said. “He
was the coolest thing you ever saw.

. He didn't seem the least bit con-

cerned. And I found out he was’
sprung {released from jail) quickly.

! " Edward L. Du Bois 1II, who suc-

ceeded his late father as head of In-
vestigators, Inc, agreed with Balletti
that the Rowan surveillance was in-
stituted at Maheu's request. Both Du-
Bois and Balletti said that they had
never knowingly worked for the CIA.
DuBois told a reporter he would
Yook up his own file on the case. But
a few days later he said he had dis-
covered that his file was missing.
Maheu, while declining comment,
Lestificd in a civil suit last year that

- he had done rcensitive® work for the

CIA in 1960 and 1961 in the Miomi
arca. At that time he headed his own
consultant firm, called Maheu & As-
sociates. e
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